Reasons for abstinence among Moslem, Druze, and Christian adolescents in Israel.
This article describes reasons for abstinence of 1,066 Israeli Arab (Moslem, Druze, and Christian) adolescents in the north of Israel in winter 1994. It analyzes the results by religious group, gender, and location. "Alcohol damages health" and "Do not like the taste/smell" are the most prevalent reasons for not drinking among Christians. "Alcohol damages health" and "Religion intolerant of alcohol use" are most important among Moslems and Druze. "Do not care for it" and "Have seen bad examples of what alcohol can do" are also prominent reasons among Arab respondents. Implications of results for prevention are included.